2011 APSI instructor pathway

What has changed with the APSI?
All levels of certification received through the APSI prior to January 2011 will now be known under the following four levels of certification. All membership cards from this date will reflect this certification.

The Pathway
The following document outlines the objectives of each qualification within the APSI instructor pathway.

The pathway includes four separate levels of qualification leading to the (fully qualified) instructor. Each qualification within the pathway includes a number of core units which must be passed as pre-requisite for the following qualification. RPL (Recognised Prior Learning) will be given to approved ‘International ski instructor qualifications’ with equivalent work experience.  
To achieve any qualification within the instructor pathway all participants must ‘meet expectations’ in all core units of competency. If a participant does not meet expectations in any unit they will be asked to retake that unit before eligibility is given to train for the following level.

Additional elective units are available for separate international recognition (ISIA) these are optional, but each elective unit of competency must be achieved to obtain the ISIA stamp. 

Qualification names as of 1 January 2011.
Level One- Basic Skills
Level Two- Advanced beginners (Steering)

Level Three- Intermediates (Carving)

Level Four – Advanced (Pure Carving)


Each of the following qualification descriptions include;

Qualification description: explains what the successful participant will be able to do in the workforce. 
Prerequisites: outlines what ingredients are mandatory before attempting the level.

General competency: gives a description of the general ski performance that the participant will be assessed on.

Units of assessment: gives a list of the Core units that will be used to assess the participant’s knowledge & use of the general competency.
Level ONE Instructor qualification 
(prior to 2011 known as Entry Level)
Qualification Description
The Alpine level one qualification is a course aimed at people interested in entering the snowsports industry; no previous work experience is required.  On successful completion an entry level instructor is qualified to teach beginner classes (up to level 3 in most snowsport schools-snowplough turns & tactics for basic christie)

Prerequisites:

· Be a current APSI member

· Own the current APSI teaching manual
· No prior teaching hours required
General Competency
Basic skills: 
During the assessment participants need to meet expectations in the basic skills of instruction including; stance, rotary, edging and pressure control and how they form the basis of a correct basic position. The three day course includes the skills to teach children from first time to snowplough turns, class handling & safety, technical information, riding & demonstrating ability all based around the basic skills & basic position used in the Australian teaching system.
Units of Assessment 
During the one day continual assessment participants must show general competency in four core units;

1. Personal skiing (basic skills continually assessed on assessment day) 

2. Demonstrating ability (basic skills continually assessed on assessment day)

3. Teaching (basic concepts in teaching children assessed on assessment day)

4. Written test (assessed through open book format)
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Basic Skills
-Stance
-Rotary
-Edge control
-Pressure control

Level TWO Instructor qualification 
(prior to 2011 known as Level 1)
Qualification Description
The APSI level two qualification is aimed at the core group lesson instructor needing to teach both beginner children & adults.  On successful completion a level two instructor is qualified to teach beginner classes & lower intermediate; steered turns up to level 4 in most snowsport schools (Stem Christie)
Prerequisites:

· Be a current APSI member

· Own the current APSI teaching manual

· Currently working for an Australian snowsports school

· Passed all units of the level 1 assessment to be eligible for the level 2 exam

· 50 hours of work experience & 25 hours additional in-house training is required prior to attending the assessment

General Competency
Steering :
During the assessment participants need to meet expectations for teaching the performance of steering.  The three day course (and two day assessment) includes the skills to teach adults from first time to stem christie turns, class handling & safety, technical information, skier analysis, riding & demonstrating ability all based around the performance of steering as used in the Australian teaching system.

Units of Assessment
During assessment participants must show general competency in five core units;

1. Personal skiing (able to STEER varied turn sizes on blue/black terrain) 

2. Demonstrating ability (set tasks showing the ability to steer)

3. Teaching (teaching tactics & concepts for teaching adult groups)

4. Written test (assessment)

5. Movement analysis (assessment on appropriate guests)
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Level THREE Instructor qualification (prior to 2011 known as Level 2)
Qualification Description
The APSI level three qualification is aimed at the intermediate class and private lesson instructor, the intensive five day training includes comprehensive lesson plans that will be used to adapt lessons for both children & adults. On successful completion a level two instructor is qualified to teach intermediate classes; steered and carved turns up to level 5/6 in most snowsport schools (Parallel and easy situational skiing)
Prerequisites:

· Be a current APSI member

· Own the current APSI teaching manual

· Currently working for an Australian snowsports school

· Passed all units of the APSI Level 2 or equivalent

· 100 hours of work experience & 25 hours additional in-house training is required prior to attending the assessment

General Competency
Steered & Carved turns:
During the assessment participants need to meet expectations for teaching the performance of steering & carving.  The five day course (and 2 day assessment) includes the skills to teach adults & children from pole plant to carved medium turns & introduction to situational skiing, class handling & safety, technical information, skier analysis, riding & demonstrating ability all based around the performance of steering & carving as used in the Australian teaching system.

Units of Assessment
During assessment participants must show competency in five core units;

1. Personal skiing (able to carve varied turn sizes on blue/black terrain) 

2. Demonstrating ability (set tasks showing the ability to steer & carve)

3. Teaching (teaching & learning styles to adapt to different group sizes)

4. Written test (assessment)

5. Movement analysis (assessment on appropriate guests)
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Level FOUR- Full Certified Instructor qualification (prior to 2011 known as level 3)
Qualification Description
The APSI level four qualifications is aimed at the career instructor, the intensive ten day training program includes two separate five day courses that can be attempted in either one year or over a two year period.  On successful completion a level four instructor is qualified to teach advanced lessons (steered to pure carved turns) & a variety of situational tactics, all performance levels in all snowsport schools. They may also choose to specialise within their schools (e.g. specialised programs, core private lessons, follow training or a management pathway).
Prerequisites:

· Be a current APSI member

· Own the current APSI teaching manual

· Currently working for an Australian snowsports school

· Successful completion of all units of the APSI level 3 course or equivalent.

· 150 hours of work experience & 30 hours additional in-house training is required prior to attending the assessment

General Competency
Steered, Carved & Pure carved turns:
During the assessment participants need to meet expectations for teaching the performance of steering, carving & pure carving.  The ten day (2x5 day blocks) course (and 3 day assessment) includes the skills to teach adults & children from carved short turns to all forms of situational skiing, class handling & safety, technical information, skier analysis, riding & demonstrating ability all based around the performance of steering, carving & pure carving as used in the Australian teaching system.

Units of Assessment
During assessment participants must show competency in six core units;

1. Personal skiing (able to perform up to & including Pure carved turns at varied sizes on blue/black terrain as well as perform situational skiing) 

2. Demonstrating ability (set tasks showing the ability to steer, carve & pure carving)

3. Teaching (ability to recognise how people learn and design the correct lesson to suit)

4. Written test (assessment)

5. Movement analysis (assessment on appropriate guests)

6. Speed test (assessed through a GS time trial)























